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Monday,June3, 2013

By SabraDella-Lucia,BA
Adult Friendsfor Youth

Clinical Specialist

Council members,I amhereto testify in supportofBill 11(2013),CD2 whichwill includein the
City’s proposedOperatingBudget,$200,000for theAdult Friendsfor Youthprogramservingat-
risk/alienatedyouthatFarrington,Campbell,KapoleiandLeilehuaHigh Schoolsaswell asDole
Middle School.

Growingup on themainland,I witnessedpoverty,gangs,drugsandviolence.The exposureled
meto thecareerI havechosentoday,which is to workwith an underservedpopulationthrough
meansoftherapy.I hadintendedon takingmy knowledgeandservingpopulationsin my home
townofPortland,Oregon.Howevermy exposureto Hawaii’s vulnerableyouthpopulationled

meto Adult Friendsfor Youth.

Adult Friendsfor Youth is a valuableagencyin its uniqueapproachto at-riskyouth. Thereis no
agencythatis ableto effectivelytransitionagroupintomorepositive,pro-socialactivitiesby
using theinfluenceofpeerssuchasAdult Friendsfor Youth.

I havewitnessedthegenerationalshift in gangmentalitywithin communitiessuchasKuhio Park
Terracethathighlight Adult Friendsfor Youth’s 27 yearpresence.Wehopeto continueto make
thedifferencethathasbeensointegralto ourcommunitiesby aidingtheseyouth in realizing
theirpotential.It is forthesereasonsthat I askfor yoursupportin Bill 11(2013),CD2.

1 -~

rriv

~74Z

MISC. COM. 1253
Council


